The Jewish Museum of Maryland
presents:

An Archival Exploration Lesson

Courtesy of the Library at the University of Pittsburgh.
CP 25.2015.1
After Dr. Jonas Salk discovered a vaccine against polio,
he became an American hero whose stature inspired a
new cultural confidence among mid-century Jews.
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Note to Teachers
This outreach lesson kit is designed to bring a piece of the museum into your
classroom. The Jewish Museum of Maryland offers students an opportunity to engage
with artifacts and documents from its collection both onsite and with lessons that can be
implemented in your classroom. Students can learn about the history of Jewish culture
and the different people and time periods in Maryland from interacting with the objects.
By analyzing these materials, students will learn how to interpret primary source
materials. Students will have the opportunity to learn about the collection process and
local Jewish and Baltimore history. Students will learn how people of the Jewish
community have played a role in the medical field. Students will think about how culture
and medical technology have shaped the history of the Jewish experience in medicine.
Grades: 9-12
Standards:
Maryland State Standards
Standard 2: People of the Nation and World
Common Core Reading Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text.

Objectives
● Students will learn how to interpret primary sources and analyze photographs.
● Students will analyze primary source documents and photographs to complete a
guided exploration worksheet about the themes of medicine.
● Students will think about ways that people’s contributions and reactions to the
advancement of medicine and medical technology.
● Students will make personal connections to events that happened in Baltimore in
the past to contemporary issues in their community today.
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Engage Students
Introduction: The teacher will introduce that this is a lesson from the Jewish Museum
of Maryland focusing on the topics of medicine and culture in connection with the
Jewish Museum of Maryland’s exhibit, Beyond Chicken Soup: Jews and Medicine in
America. The photographs and documents are a mix of images that are both from the
Museum’s collections and images in connection with the exhibit.

Archival Exploration
The teacher will place photographs and documents about the exhibition, Beyond
Chicken Soup: Jews & Medicine in America at the different table stations. The teacher
will then divide students into groups to sit at four or five different stations.
Students will analyze photographs to answer the guided questions about the images
that are related to the exhibition, Beyond Chicken Soup: Jews & Medicine in America.
(20 minutes)
Students will share their discoveries and answers to the questions about their
photograph and archival materials. (20 minutes)
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Morris Abramowitz
School Papers
JMM2001.26.60a
Document #1
1. What type of document is this?

2. Where and when (what year) was this document written? (Support your answers with
details from the document.)

3. Who signed the document? What is the title of the person?

4. What courses was he entitled to take? What courses are needed today in medical
school?

5. What do you think the term “took out tickets” means?

6. Why do you think Dr. Abramovitz, who had already received a medical degree from the
Maryland Medical College, wanted to take additional courses at Johns Hopkins Medical
School?
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Document 1
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Rabbi Morris Lazeron
Medical School Quota Admissions
ms0071.037.015

Document #2a
1. What type of document is this?

2. Where and when (what year) was this document written? (Support your answers with
details from the document.)

3. Who signed the document?

4. What is the reason for this letter? Why do you think it was written?

5. Give an example of the type of information that the writer was seeking.

6. How do you think people would react if this letter was mailed today in 2016? How doesthis document make you feel?
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Chicago Medical School
Admissions
Ms0071.037.016

Document #2b
1. What type of document is this?

2. Where and when (what year) was this document written? (Support your answers with
details from the document.)

3. Who signed the document? What is the title of the person?

4. How does the writer respond to Rabbi Lazaron?

5. What is the belief of the faculty and the Board of Trustees of Chicago Medical School
with regard to whom should be admitted into the medical college. Give an example from
Rabbi Lazaron’s letter dated January 23, 1934.

6. Read the 5th and 6th paragraphs of the letter. Give two examples of how the writer
expressed antisemitic and racial stereotypes. How do you think people would react if this
letter was mailed today in 2016? How does this document make you feel?
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Document 2a
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Document 2b
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Lena Barber’s Midwife Notebook
Hospital
JMM1985.062.017
Document #3
Midwives are women trained to assist in home births who practiced in a time before giving birth
to babies in the hospital became commonplace. Medical practitioners disapproved of midwifery
and many states restricted its practice during the 20th century arguing that having babies in
hospitals was much safer. Today the practice of midwives is being revitalized and women are
choosing to have babies at home.
Below you will find a page from Lena Barber’s midwife records.

1. What is the name of the child?

2. Where was the place of birth?

3. When was the baby born?

4. What country did the mother come from? What is the mother’s maiden name?

5. What country did the father come from? What was the father’s occupation?

6. Were you born at a hospital? If so, which one?

7. Why do you think it is important to keep birth records?
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Document 3
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Sinai Nursing Students
Hospital
Documents 4a/4b
JMM 2010.020.019
Advance Healthcare Network for Nurses
Photograph #4a
1. What is the photograph documenting?

2. Where do you think the photograph was taken?

3. When do you think it was taken?

4. Who are the people in the photograph?

5. What can you tell about them based on how they are dressed?

6. What do you think the people are holding in their right hands?

7. What can you tell about the people based on their expression?
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Photograph # 4b
1. What is the photograph documenting?

2. Who are the people in the photograph?

3. What can you tell about them based on how they are dressed?

4. What can you tell about the people based on their expressions?

5. Compare this photograph 4a with photograph 4b.

A caption is a short description or explanation of a photograph. Using the information
gathered above, write a caption for these photos.
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Document 4a
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Document 4b
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Eugenics
Laboratory
Document #5a
American Philosophical Society. CP8.2015.3
Eugenics was a movement that gained popularity in the early 20th century that attempted to use
science to advocate for selective breeding to weed out undesirable behaviors and traits.
According to its proponents, certain types of individuals were more highly valued than others. It
was fully discredited by the mid-20th century.

The American Eugenics Society promoted ideas of racial betterment and genetic education through public lectures,
conferences, publications and exhibits at county and state fairs — like this chart labeled "The Triangle of Life" from
the Kansas Free Fair. ~American Philosophical Society

1. This is a document from the American Eugenics Society that was published in the early
20th century.
a. What are the three characteristics that determine who you are in the Triangle of
Life?
b. Do you believe that only these three characteristics determine who you are?

c. Are there other factors that shape who we are?

2. Look at the list of Unfit Human Traits. How does society treat individuals who have these
traits today?
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Fitter Families Examination
Laboratory
Document #5b
American Philosophical Society. CP8.2015.4
1. Where and when (what year) was this document written? (Support your answers with
details from the document.)

2. What do you think that this document was used for? (Support your answers with details
from the document.)

3. What were some of the occupations of the people written on the Family Summary?

4. What were considered to be social talents, gifts or superior qualities written on the
Family Summary?

5. What were some of the areas in which people had individual scores?
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Document 5b
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Gymnasium
Soap & Water Pledge
American Jewish Historical Society – New England Archives, Boston, MA. CP12.2015.2
Document #6

1. What type of document is this?

2. Where and when (what year) was this document written? (Support your answers with
details from the document.)

3. What do you think is a Hebrew Industrial School?

4. Why would students need to sign this document?

5. What were some of the rules that needed to be followed?

6. Who do you think this pledge was directed to? (Support your answers with details from
the document.)

7. Should students take this pledge today? Why or Why Not?
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Document 6
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